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MOSAIC at MED - Dialogue k ick - off meeting in  

Amman , Jordan  

MOSAIC Official Coordinator (Daniel Franco) and 

MOSAIC Technical Coordinator (Tonny Velin) 

attended the kick -off meeting of MED -Dialogue in 
Amman (Jordan) on 15 th  January. The objective 

was to synchronize the common activities 

between the two projec ts, in particular the 

definition of the methodology to collect the inputs 
from local ICT stakeholders for the Strategic 

Research Agenda (SRA), the web site umbrella 

and the joint -events between the projects. The 

objective was achieved for the methodology a nd 
the web site. On 14 th  January, Abdul Rjoub 

(MOSAIC partner from Jordan University for 

Science and Technology) introduced the 

Coordinators to ICT stakeholders and key players 

in Jordan to disseminate the MOSAIC project 
objectives . 

  

Successful MOSAIC Kick - off meeting in 

Rabat, Morocco  

A successful kick -off meeting was held in Rabat 

(Morocco) on 28 th  March, hosted by local partner  

Faculty of Science of Rabat, University 

Mohammed V -  Agdal . The project technical goals 
were reviewed in depth through the k ick -off 

meeting work package by work package.  

 

 
 
The project objectives and planning were 

reviewed in depth with a particular emphasis on 

the impact of creating Technology Platforms in 

the Maghreb and Mashrek  regions and the 

collaboration with European Technology Platforms 
(ETPs). All partners were enthusiastic about the 

potential benefits of the project outcomes.  

 

 
 

Morocco  

In Morocco, the MOSAIC project was present in 

three international events: Congress 

Mediterranean of Telecommunications (CMT), 

Next Generation on Networks and Services 
(NGNS) and Research Challenges in Information 

Science (RCIS) and was present also in a national 

event at Faculty of Science of Rabat.  

ƀ Congress Mediterranean of Telecommunic ations 
(CMT)  

  CMT was an opportunity to meet 

researchers, engineers and industrialists to 
discuss telecommunications and its challenges, its 

problems, its great features and its development 

in the future. Several areas were treated among 

them one can find Smart cities and Islamic 
mosaic .  

 

In the first, under the theme ñSmart cities: 

Challenges & Opportunities for Socio Economic 

Development in Moroccoò, the author has 

presented four parts: The first around  the concept 
of smart cities, the second part on the model of 

smart cities, including its three pillars: 

Sustainable Infrastructure, the presence of the 

Open and Big Data via sensors and sensors as 
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well as human actors. The third part was talking 

about the  success stories of smart cities already 

in place, the most interesting case was that of 22 

@ Barcelona. The fourth part talked about the e -

madina project that will begin following the 
Moroccan initiative in Casablanca around smart 

cities and proposals are  made in this direction.  

In the second, the author showed another aspect 

of the Moroccan culture which is Islamic art but in 
the context of ICT. The speaker reproduces the 

art of Moroccan and Islamic mosaic s based on 

computer technology and mathematics. Th e 

author presented applications and simulations 
around the VOLUBILUS city.  

From Islamic mosaic to MOSAIC project. We had 

the opportunity to present the MOSAIC project in 

this conference. Sara RETAL, PhD student 

Supervised by Abdellah IDRISSI at Faculty of  
Science of Rabat, University Mohammed V -  Agdal, 

presented the MOSAIC project.  Sara presented 

the project with enthusiasm and energy.  

The presentation was a very good opportunity 
where the project, its objective, partners and the 

vision were shared with t he audience.  

 

 

 

 

ƀ Next Generation on Networks and Services 

(NGNS)  

 NGNS was an opportunity 

to address future generations in the context of 
communications networks including social and 

community networks.  

 

The event took place at the Hotel Anfa  palace and 

started with the "Federating teachers & 
interfacing online labs using loosely -coupled social 

services & Devices for team work & inquiry 

learning". The presentation was given by 

Profess or Denis GILLET. The author spoke  about 
the E -Learning platf orm which they have 

developed using the concept of social networks 

and more precisely the open social media.  

After that Mr. Andrea PENZA, Chairman of "Italian 
Ass. of Telecom Eng " gave a short description of 

the agenda Digital in Europe, Mr. Miguel MERINO , 

a member of" Spanish Association  of Telecom 

Engineering " presented the vision of Spain and 

the digital agenda it intends to take. Then, the 
Director of CGI, Mr. LAKHLIFI, presented the 

Smart cities project and the digital agenda in 

Morocco.  
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Just after tha t, Sara RETAL has presented the 

MOSAIC project. She explained the outlines of the 

project, and also its objectives.  

 

 

The conference was an opportunity to attend 
presentations and interesting projects, and 

especially have an idea about the vision of 

Moroc co and Europe and the projects they intend 

to do to move forward in their visions and their 
digital agenda.  

 

 

 

ƀ Research Challenges in Information Science 

(RCIS) 

The 

International Conference on Research Challenges 
in Information Science (RCIS) goal was to bring 

together scientists, researchers, engineers and 

practitioners from a wide range of information 

science fields and provide opportunities for 
knowledge sharin g and dissemination. At 

RCISô2014, among other regular topics a special 

attention was being given to Social Network 

Analysis (SNA).  

Professor Howard MOSKOWITZ presented a study 

carried out by himself titled ñHow a practical 

business application (Empathy &  Experiment) has 

the promise to 'inform' social modelingò .The 
principle is analyzed using questions, groups, 

data analysis ... what people prefer in real life, he 

also spoke of his vision to the Big Data and the 

combination of two concepts: 'Mind genomics ' 

which he is the founder and 'Big Data' for 'Big 
Mind' or great minds.  

 

After the coffee break, Abdelquoddous 

LAGHRISSI, PhD student under supervision of 
Abdellah IDRISSI, presented the MOSAIC project. 

The participants represented various nationalities; 

French, Americans, Tunisians and Moroccans. 

Questions were asked about when achieving the 
project and the place that holds the research in 

the vision of MOSAIC project.  
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The conference "eighth IEEE International 

Conference on Research Challenges in 

Information Science (RCIS)" was high - level view 

regarding organization and content, as well as a 

golden opportunity for sharing and dissemination 
of knowledge.  

 

ƀ Faculty of Science of Rabat  

 
Going in the same direction of innovation and 

ICT, "Association des lauréats du master 

informatique appliquée au développement  

offshore" (The association of laureates of the 
master of applied computer science on offshore 

development) and the master of applied computer 

science on offshore development of the Faculty of 

Science of Rabat have organized a national 
competition "VIEW Un iverse:  Virtual Enterprise 

Within It university " a unique competition of its 

kind, which aims at teaching students, so 

restricted to the purely technical aspect of IT, 

best practices and the how of the implementation 

of a professional solution to a clien t need given in 
a virtual enterprise context.  

 

The participants, so enthusiastic and excited 

about the experience that is new and unique to 
them, within three days of fierce competition, 

have been able to prepare good quality 

deliverables that satisfied th e members of the 

jury and the coaches, starting with the working 
out of a devis a functional and technical 

specifications document and ending with a 

presentation of the found solution.  

 
 
Their very good quality yield has made the 

organizers proud and alr eady excited about the 

taking place of the next edition.  
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To close the event, the second edition of "the 

offshoring day" took place, advocated by the very 

great success of its first edition; this edition knew 

the presence of very known and important peo ple 

from several domains and sectors: the world of 
research, of Offshoring, government and 

academia. Each one of them gave his vision 

towards development of ICT research and 

offshore sector in Morocco and the event ended 
with giving prizes to the winning t eams and 

delivering certificates, well deserved, to all 

participants of the competition.  

 

 
 

The MOSAIC  project was present in both events; 

we discussed about it with some personalities. We 
gave them an idea about the why and the how of 

the project, a pre cious moment of exchange of 

knowledge and information.  

 
Tunisia  

 

MOSAIC and MED - Dialogue SRIA Workshop 

in Tunis, Tunisia  

 
As CNI is partner of Mosaic and MED -Dialogue 

projects and as collection of inputs from local ICT 

stakeholders for the Strategic Research Agenda 

(SRA) is a common task for both projects, a joint -
event SRIA Workshop  between the projects has 

been held in CNI on June 25th 2014.  

 

More than two hundred invitations have been sent 
to local stakeholders in public and private sectors, 

resear ch entities representatives and members 

and NGO. But due to the  exam period  and  thesis 

presentations , many  were unable to  attend  the 

event. Some of them  have promised to  complete 

the questionnaire  and  send it later.  

 

The objective of the workshop was to  familiarize 

participants with  both projects  and explain  the 
context and  objectives of the consultation  but 

also  help  them to fill the questionnaire  by giving 

them opportunity t o ask  questions and get  

clarifications.  
 

After a welcome speech by Abderrazek Je mai, 

director general of CNI, a brief presentation of 

H2020 was done by Farouk Kamoun , president of 
SesamE (ICT private university) and co -partner 

for MED -Dialogue , who also has presented the 

MED-Dialogue project and its objectives.  

 

Just after that, Sou ad Ben Sassi has presented 
the MOSAIC project. She explained the outlines of 

the project, and also its objectives. MEDTPs 

concept  has  aroused particular  interest  among 

the audience  who  asked for clarification.  
 

The workshop was an opportunity to have an i dea 

about the vision of Tunisian ICT reasearch agenda 

and what to do to move forward in a better 
cooperation with MPC and european partners.  

A very interesting discussion took place in this 

occasion about the projects and how to achieve 

main goals especial ly the consultation and 
research agenda in the frame of H2020.  

Unfortunately we didnôt have more than twenty 

attendees but so me of them already filled the 

questionnaire and give it  at the end of event , the 

others promised to send it later . 

Egypt  

TIECôs participation in H2020 Launch Event 

in Cairo, Egypt  

The European Commission organized a regional 
conference, ñMeeting EuroMed 

Common Challengesò, on the 

9 th  of February 2014 to launch 

Horizon 2020, the largest 
collaborative research program 

in the  world, with an overall 
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budget of ú80m. The program is The opening 

session of the conference was led by Egyptian 

Minister of Scientific Research Ramzy George, 

Head of European Union Delegation to Egypt 

Ambassador James Moran, and Elizabeth Lipiatou, 
Head o f the unit responsible for the European 

Neighborhood, Africa and Gulf countries at the 

Directorate General of the European Commission.  

The conference was also 
attended by around 400 

policy makers, researchers, 

representatives from 

academia, industry and 
research institutes, 

technology transfer centers, incubators and 

technology platforms. The MOSAIC project was 

throughout the conference through the presence 

of one of the projectôs partners;  The Technology 
Innovation and entrepreneurship Center (TIEC). 

The  participation at the conference helped raise 

awareness about the technology platform planned 

to connect Mediterranean countries in research 
and Innovation projects to enhance and develop 

their innovation capabilities and address common 

societal challenges  through technology.  

MOSAIC presence at the ICT Award 
Ceremony, TIEC, Egypt  

 As an integral 

part of its 

Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship 

Strategy (2011 -

2014), TIEC has 

developed the 

Innovation Recognition Program to recognize and 
celebrate innovative effor ts conducted by 

individuals, students, and ICT companies. This 

would not only contribute to spreading the culture 

of innovations, but also speed up the innovation 
outcomes and supporting the building of 

innovation repository for the best practices and 

succ ess stories.   

In the quest for discovering talented people and 
innovative ideas, products, or services to be 

recognized and communicated to the community, 

TIEC has launched ñEgyptInnovate ICT 

Innovation Award 2014 ñ. Recognizing 

Innovative firms and offerin g a package of awards 

to help them grow their innovation management 

capabilities would be important to fuel the next 

phase of future Egyptian innovation that would 

compete in different markets and add to national 
competitiveness and economic growth.  

The Aw ard is to recognize Egyptian innovations 

developed by local small and medium enterprises 

(SMEs) as well as the micro and startup 
companies working in the ICT sector. Such 

innovations should go beyond marginal 

improvements in existing products and services,  

or business models, and have a real added value 
to their target customers, as well as have a social 

or economic impact.  

From this point our TIEC MOSAIC  team had the 

initiative to conduct the survey to the ICT Award 

winners and introduce the importance of the 
MOSAIC  platform and how their participation &b 

contribution is of essence as it will  help them do 

collaborative R&I projects with their counter parts 

in Europe and across the med region.  

The conducted surveys from SMEs, micro and 

startups are currently under analysis to get the 

full picture of the innovation and research 

capabilities and needs of these companies and to 
map the Egyptian innovation ecosystem.  

Palestine  

MOSAICôs presentation at PALASTôs MED-

Dialogue H2020 workshop  
 

Sina Institute, the Palestinian partner at MOSAIC, 

has been invited to participate and speak at a 

proposal writing workshop organised by the 

Palestinian Academy for Science and Technology 
(PALAST), the Palestinian partner at MED -

Dialogue. The two -day workshop presented the 

new EU Framework Programme for Research and 

Innovation, Horizon 2020. In addition several 
sessions were organised for discussing the skills 

of writing a competitive project proposal and how 

to handle the different administrative issues at EU 

funded research projects.  
 

Dr Mustafa Jarrar and Nasser Zalmout from Sina 

Institute presented MOSAIC at the workshopôs 
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opening ceremony . 

Sina Instituteôs 

presentation 

covered an 

introduction about 
MOSAICôs goals and key activities, and 

highlighted MOSAICôs overall vision of 

establishing Technology Platf orms covering 

Maghre b and Mas hriq countries.  
 

Many notable Palestinian academics and 

researches from various Palestinian universities 

attended the workshop, which provided for many 
vibrant discussions and deliberations regarding 

the Palestinian participation at Horizon 2020 and 

other EU funded programmes. Many discussions 

also covered establishing the partnership between 

the Palestinian academia and research scenes 
with the Palestinian private sector, and 

empowering the private sector to be able to 

collaborate actively at the EU funded  

programmes.   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Introducing MOSAIC at the Palestinian 

Information Technology Association of 
Companies (PITA)  

 

As part of the effort to enrich the Palestinian 

participation at MOSAIC and the EU funded 
research projects in general, 

Sina Institute arranged for a 

vibrant meeting with 

representatives of the 

Palestinian Information 

Technology Association of Companies (P ITA), the 

leading Palestinian association of ICT related 

stakeholders.  

The meeting discussed MOSAICôs goals and 

visions, and how to practically fulfill these goals 
for the Palestinian ICT ecosystem, in addition to 

discussing potential future collaboration  

opportunities.  The meeting resulted in many 

recommendations to be taken into consideration 
during MOSAICôs different activities, which were 

indeed applied for some of the current tasks.   

 

MOSAIC in the Palestinian Media  

The press release issued by Sina  Institute about 

the winning of the MOSAIC project, entitled 

ñBirzeit University won an EU -FP7 project in ICT 

Industry ò received a great attention in the local 

Palestinian newspapers and media. The top 14 
media channels in Palestine, including radios, 

printed and online newspapers, have published 

some news about the project, and discussed its 

expected impact in relation to the software 
indu stry in Palestine.  

Lebanon  

Cisco Empowers Young Women in Lebanon 

to Join ICT Careers (source: Naharnet May 14, 

2014)  

 
Sixteen young women joined the recent Girls in 

ICT day in Lebanon that Cisco and the 

International Telecommunications Union 

organizes. Th is is an annual day of activities that 

aims at creating a global environment that 
empowers young women in ICT related careers. 

The meeting took place at Cisco offices and the 

attendees listened to Dr. Nibal Idlebi, Chief of the 

ICT Applications Section at the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Western 

Asia, on ICT policies and strategies, including the 

Digital Arabic Content initiative.  

 
The day also features talks from the Telecom 

Regulatory Authority, and the creators of Dream 

Matcher and Globalcom Data Services.  

 
Mrs. Yasmine Nsouli, Communication Manager at 

Cisco, stressed the role of high quality education 

in Lebanon in fueling womenôs participation in the 

http://sina.birzeit.edu/news-and-events/birzeit-university-won-an-eu-fp7-project-in-ict-industry-2/
http://sina.birzeit.edu/news-and-events/birzeit-university-won-an-eu-fp7-project-in-ict-industry-2/
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bright ICT future of the country.  She also 

discusses the Internet of Everything (IoE) concept 

that will create a wide range of ICT - related 

careers. The attendees also used tools like 

TelePresence and Jabber to interact with fellow 
participants across the globe, and with female ICT 

role models.  

  

 
 

 

Darwazah first student innovation c ontest 

(source: darwazah website,June 13, 2014)  

 

The Darwazah Center for Innovation and 
Management and Entrepreneurship at the 

American University of Beirut organized its first 

student innovation contest and presented two 

prizes to the two winning teams. T he contest 
aims to create a collaborative environment for 

students from different disciplines in the MENA 

region to share knowledge and come up with 

complete proposals for ICT solutions. The contest 
was launched on February 21, 2014. Applications 

were open  on February 28, 2014. Sixteen 

applicants were shortlisted for a competition out 

of the total 108 applicants and six made it as 

finalists as expressed by Bijan Azad, directory of 
the Samih Darwazah Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship Center at AUB who also tha nks 

the Darwazah family for their generous support. 

The winners were declared on June 13, 2014. The 
winner of the first prize was Planitous, created by 

Karim Frenn and Guy Daher, both fresh graduates  

in computer and communications engineering. 

The runner u p prize went to Doctor -Patient 
Communication Service, developed by Diana Abou 

Daher, Sabine Karout, and May Tehaili, all three 

are candidates for Masters in business 

administration. The jury was composed of: Mazen 

Darwazah, president of Hikma MENA; Fadi Bi zri, 
general manager of BADER -Lebanon; Paul 

Chucrallah, senior strategy advisor at BeryTech 

Fund; Fouad Mrad, executive director of ESCWA 

Technology Center; and Elie Nasr, general 

manager of FOO.Mobi; Yolla Serieddine, manager 

of the credit department at K afalat. The 16 semi -

finalist teams received a one -day training and 
mentoring in how to prepare a business plan for 

their startup idea including how to perform 

financial and market feasibility studies of their 

ideas.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

Startup Design Workshop and the Beirut 
Design Week. (source: bader website, June 12, 

2014)  

 

The first startup design workshop took place at 
CoWorking+961 on June 12, 2014 as part of the 

activities of the Beirut Design Week 2014. The six 

hour intensive activity was jointly organized by 

Bader, Mirada -Madrid, and Happenings. The 
workshop focused on helping entrepreneurs gain 

new perspectives about their ICT startups by 
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deconstructing the various facets of involved 

businesses. The participants also pitched their 

ideas to each other and discus sed how to provide 

value to users and listed to sincere feedback. The 

Beirut Design Week 2014 activities started on 
June 9, 2014 and took place in Beirut Downtown 

Souks and included design related activities in 

several areas including ICT.  

 

 
 

Ministry of  telecommunications decides to 

slash telecom prices  (source M inistry of 
telecom website, may 2014)  

 

The plan of the Lebanese Ministry of 

telecommunications to slash internet access and 

landline phone prices by significant margins 
including an average of 80 % on DSL packages 

was highly welcome by the Lebanese ICT sector. 

The reduced prices present new opportunities to 

enhance the ICT ecosystem in Lebanon. The high 
prices hindered several initiatives before 

especially for young entrepreneurs. The initiative 

wa s declared by Boutros Harb, the Minister of 

Telecommunications at a press conference.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Jordan  

 

Challenges of MENA region on Water, 

Energy, and Environment  

 
Within frame work of activities of Jordan 

Engineering Association in Jordan, MOSAIC was 

presented the lecture entitled "Challenges of 

MENA region on Water, Energy, and 
Environment", three keynote speakers from 

two  different universities in Jordan presented 

their approach es regarding those issues. The 

Three hours lecture dealt with past and pr esent 
states of water, energy, and environment, and 

the expected status of these three major issues in 

the future.  

 

MOSAIC in the front disk distributed it is folder 
contains leaflets, and stickers showing the main 

objectives of MOSAIC. Dr. Abdoul 

Rjoub  Coordinator of MOSAIC in Jordan discussed 

the major benefits and the expected role of 
MOSAIC in general and the role of EU -HORIZON 

2020 in improving the research and development 

of Energy, Water, and Environment in MENA 

region and how MOSAIC can offer the se rvices to 
both sides of Mediter ranean to develop and 

increase the visibility of EU Projects in the region.  

 

The lecture held in Irbid , the second largest city 
in Jordan and attendees were most of them 

engineers, stakeholders, academic people, and 

from private sector, more than 200 people 

registered their personal info. Like tel, email to 

provide them with general info r egarding future 
activities of MOSAIC.  

 

MOSAIC invited at Jordan Competitiveness 

Program Clean Technology Component  
 

MOSAIC  has been  invited to  participate in the 

"Jordan Com petitiveness Program Clean 

Technology Component"  national committee in 
the area of ENVIRONMENT including Solid Waste 

Management (SWM).  

 

On June 15, 2014 the national committee for 

envir onment suppor ted by USAID agency  in 
Jordan organized thier net meeting in king 

Hussain Center Park to discuss the major 


